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From beneath the historic cedars an Assyrian
king again looked out over the Mediterranean,
and with far greater hopes of securing a foothold
there than any of his predecessors had ever had,
whether Assyrian or Babylonian.

While this invasion was in some measure a raid
for booty, it was more powerfully conceived and
better disciplined than the others had been. When
Sargon I had marched hither he passed through
lands scantily populated with peoples, with whom
he had little contact. There was no possibility
of making an empire out of Babylonia and a prov-
ince on the far western sea, with vast uncontrolled
territories between. When Tiglathpileser I came
out to the same sea he had left great territories
and populous communities between him and the
homeland, and, like the early Babylonian, there
could be no hope of making an empire out of two
lands so widely separated. But Asshurnazirpal
had measurably changed the situation. He did
not, it is true, actually rule the entire territory
from the Lower Zab and its overhanging hills to4
the Lebanon, but he had broken its spirit, and was
received as its conqueror. In many places rule was
exercised by governors, both native and Assyrian,
whom he had appointed. In yet others there were
towns peopled by Assyrian colonists, stored with
Assyrian provisions, and defended by massive
walls of Assyrian construction. The situation was
indeed changed, and the result of this invasion
might well be different. Asslmrnasdrpal knew